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85. A search engine system comprising: 

a first system for receiving informons from a network on a continuing search 
basis, for filtering such informons for relevancy to a query from an individual user, and 
for storing a ranked list of relevant informons as a wire; 

a second system for receiving informons from a network on a current demand 
search basis and for filtering such informons for relevancy to the query from the 
individual user; and 

a third system for selecting at least one of the first and second systems to make a 
search for the query and to return the wire or demand search results tot the individual 
user. 




86. The system of claim 85 wherein the third system selects the first system to make a 
wire search only if a wire already exists for the query. 

87. The system of claim 85 wherein: 

a feedback system is provided for receiving collaborative feedback data from 
system users relative to informons considered by such users; and 

at least the first system combines pertaining data from the feedback system with 
content profile data of the first system in filtering each informon for relevance to the 
query and inclusion in the wire. 

88. The system of claim 87 wherein the first system includes a multi-level, content- 
based filter having descending levels including at least an upper preprocessing level, a 
middle user community level, and a bottom user level. 

89. The system of claim 85 wherein adaptive user feedback data is applied at least to 
the first system to provide updating a content profile data employed therein. 
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90. A search engine system comprising: 

a system for scanning a network to make a demand search for informons relevant 
to a query from an individual user; 

a content-based filter system for receiving the informons from the scanning 
system and for filtering the informons on the basis of applicable content profile data for 
relevance to the query; 

a feedback system for receiving collaborative feedback data from system users 
relative to informons considered by such users; and 

the filter system combining pertaining feedback data from the feedback system 
with the content profile data in filtering each informon for relevance to the query. 

91 . The system of claim 90 wherein adaptive user feedback data is applied to the 
content-based filter to provide a learning component for content profile data employed 
therein. 

92. The system of claim 90 wherein: 

the scanning system further scans the network on a continuing basis to make a 
wire search for informons relevant to wire queries from system users; and 

the filter system combines pertaining feedback data from the feedback system 
with applicable content profile data in filtering each wire informon for relevance to 
applicable wire query. 

93. A search engine system comprising; 

a content-based filtering system for receiving informons from a network on a 
continuing basis and for filtering the informons for relevancy to a wire or demand query 
from an individual user; 

a feedback system providing feedback data from other users; 
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a system for controlling the operation of the filtering system to filter for one of a 
wire response and a demand response and to return the one response to the user; and 

the filtering system combining pertaining feedback data from the feedback system 
with content profile data in determining the relevancy of the informons for inclusion in at 
least a wire response to the query. 

94. The system of claim 93 wherein: 

the content-based filtering system includes a collaborative/content based filter for 
filtering informons for relevancy to a wire query on a continuing basis; and 

the content-based filtering system includes a regular search engine for filtering 
informons for relevancy to a demand query. 

95. The system of claim 94 wherein adaptive user feedback data is applied at least to 
the collaborative/content-based filter to provide learning for content profile data 
employed therein. 

96. A method for operation a search engine system comprising; 

receiving informons in a first system from a network on a continuing search basis, 
for filtering such informons for relevancy to a query from an individual user and for 
sorting a ranked list of relevant informons as a wire; 

receiving informons in a second system from a network on a current demand 
search basis for filtering such informons for relevancy to the query from the individual 
user; and 

selecting at least one of the first and second systems to make a search for the 
query and to return the wire or demand search results to the individual user. 
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97. A method for operating a search engine system comprising: 

scanning a network to make a demand search for informons relevant to a query 
from an individual user; 

receiving the informons in a content-based filter system from the scanning system 
and filtering the informons on the basis of applicable content profile data for relevance to 
the query; 

receiving collaborative feedback data from system users relative to informons 
considered by such users; and 

combining pertaining feedback data with the content profile data in filtering each 
informon for relevance to the query. 

98. A method for operating a search engine system comprising: 

receiving informons in a content-based filtering system from a network on a 
continuing basis and filtering the informons for relevancy to a wire or demand query 
from an individual user; 

providing feedback data from other users; 

controlling the operation of the filtering system to filter for one of a wire response 
and demand response and to return the one response to the user; and 

combining pertaining feedback data with content profile data in the filtering 
system in determining the relevancy of the informons for inclusion in at least a wire 
response to the query. 

99. A search engine system comprising: 

means for receiving informons from a network on a continuing search basis, for 
filtering such informons for relevancy to a query from an individual user, and for storing 
a ranked list of relevant informons as a wire; 
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means for receiving informons from a network on a current demand search basis 
and for filtering such informons for relevancy to the query from the individual user; and 

means for selecting at least one of the first and second systems to make a search 
for the query and to return the wire or demand search results to the individual user. 

1 00. A search engine system comprising: 

means for content-based filtering informons received from a network on a 
continuing basis for relevancy to a wire or demand query from an individual user; 
means for collecting feedback data from other users; 

means for controlling the operation of the filtering means to filter for one of a 
wire response and a demand response and to return the one response to the user; and 

the filtering means combining pertaining feedback data from the feedback system 
with content profile data in determining the relevancy of the informons from inclusion in 
at least a wire response to the query. 

101. The method of claim 87 wherein the collaborative feedback data comprises active 
feedback data. 

1 02. The method of claim 87 wherein the collaborative feedback data comprises 
passive feedback data. 

103. The method of claim 102 wherein the passive feedback data is obtained by 
passively monitoring the actual response to a proposed informon. 

104. The method of claim 87 wherein the collaborative feedback data comprises a 
combination of active feedback data and passive feedback data. 
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105. The system of claim 90 wherein the collaborative feedback data comprises active 
feedback data. 

106. The system of claim 90 wherein the collaborative feedback data comprises 
passive feedback data. 

107. The system of claim 106 wherein the passive feedback data is obtained by 
passively monitoring the actual response to a proposed informon. 

108. The system of claim 90 wherein the collaborative feedback data comprises a 
combination of active feedback data and passive feedback data. 

109. The search engine system of claim 93 wherein the feedback system provides 
active feedback data. 

110. The search engine system of claim 93 wherein the feedback system provides 
passive feedback data. 

111. The search engine system of claim 1 10 wherein the passive feedback data is 
obtained by passively monitoring the actual response to a proposed informon. 

112. The system of claim 93 wherein the feedback system provides a combination of 
active feedback data and passive feedback data. 

113. The method of claim 97 wherein the collaborative feedback data comprises active 
feedback data. 
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1 14. The method of claim 97 wherein the collaborative feedback data provides passive 
feedback data. 

115. The method of claim 1 14 wherein the passive feedback data is obtained by 
passively monitoring the actual response to a proposed informon. 

116. The method of claim 97 wherein the collaborative feedback data comprises a 
combination of active feedback data and passive feedback data. 

1 17. The method of claim 98 wherein the step of providing feedback data comprises 
providing active feedback data. 

118. The method of claim 98 wherein the step of providing feedback data comprises 
providing passive feedback data. 

119. The method of claim 118 wherein the passive feedback data is obtained by 
passively monitoring the actual response from at least one of the other users to a 
proposed informon. 

120. The method of claim 98 wherein the step of providing feedback data comprises 
providing a combination of active feedback data and passive feedback data. 
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